esp@cenet - Document Bibliography and Abstract 



1/1 ^-V 



OPTICAL DISK DEVICE AND OPTICAL DISK 



Patent Number: 
Publication date: 
lnventor(s): 
Applicant(s):: 



JP20001 73238 
2000-06-23 

AIHARA KENICHI; HOTTA YOSHIHIKO; WATANABE TETSUO 
RICOH CO LTD 



Requested Patent: f~ JPgOOOl 7.3238 (JP001 73238) 

Application Number: JP 19930345968 19981204 
Priority Number(s): 

IPC Classification: G1 1 B23/38 ; G1 1 B7/004 ; G1 1 B7/24 

EC Classification: 

Equivalents: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it possible to rewrite and record prescribed visible information any 
times on the label surface of an optical disk and to form the label surface in such a manner that the 
rewriting and recording position of the visible information on the label surface is in an adequate position. 
SOLUTION: The optical disk device 1 is constituted by previously adding the label 3 consisting of a 
thermally reversible recording medium which attains a first state when heated to a first temperature and 
attains a second state different from the first state when heated to a second temperature to the optical 
disk 1 and records the prescribed visible information by heating the label to the first temperature with a 
recording section 21 (recording and erasing head). At this time, the direction of the optical disk 1 
mounted in a mounting section 12 (disk tray (a)) is aligned to the prescribed direction by utilizing a mark 
3a disposed at the optical disk 1 , by which the recording position of the visible information with respect 
to the label 3 is brought to the adequate position. The recorded visible information, which is seconded by 
heating to the second temperature with the erasing section 21 (recording and erasing head), is erased. 
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[fcl«l#<Bi5ffl] 

IIGttMl^t«^fe1Ve*T^«EI»i»r«l9IIBIII«£:. ItESMK 

WE}»^^ttE®^*^m2(Dtt!SU-r*m2(D;ajS-e*!»r^>i*S|Ji:,WESSSlJlcSS 
E#7V**©iirtT?tllE»MttE»tt(*JW 

c»#*2] ihfem£i*^«i*, lmEsiKeisw^EUgBiii^Tigc-rsiWE^-fx^ic 
E«©*T-rx*««. 

C»#«3] |f[Eft«* WHH* » frE*x-fX(7l=Sftlte,*ifc«rE»Rr«ttE»«»fl>aaiB 
»ttr=*oT»J«**if=WE-7-^*ttffl-r*ll3R*2E«0*-r^^M. 
[81**4] MGtttmSli. ttEjfex-f ^^IcSlt&ttfcHrE^-^^M^-ttiFtiitWr 
E»*»l=ttlt&4tfctt«a*^-' *T?&<5>S»*JSlE«(Dft J r'f;^3£go 

c»**5] iwrE*T^©nji«*iaiEsafl!)*»*©»ii*i=j:oTigiB***»»s(B 

c»**6] urEsmtt. a«ftfc«E«T**9*ns**n»Rttra«H**itti* 
L5a>L^i**ifr-EK©*TYX^*a. 

[a*«7] irEHS* ai*» »rE*T*x$«^i-*-»07-A*frE3iHVx*0M* 
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Oft? 

s» #«i , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6xii8ie«<D3fc7V*£aa. 

[i»#«io] KmeiRi^^Jbl:. ^T-fX^^ffil-^itb^fc^gU^O)^ 

[I»#£l2] ffirlEV-^li, |II«B«»Sm=a»**tfc*^ir±fSi#tJEcS-ffil=8fi:lte)*itri» 
TOttCtia*«)Mlii0«l=*or»rt*4tTL^Bl3|t*iOE«<D3tex-f^^. 

tmuaiw 

[0001] 
[0002] 

[tt*<D}$tff]jfi^,7 r ^^«<D^7lre^h^«g/rck^7 : v^utS«^E^Uc#aa)x 
<(X<7<DmmtLXlZ. #£fflCD-*>CD-ROM, fc^UttDVDOJJi^filii^ttE^tlT 

[0003]-^, ^^tt^ESk^r^-satT-rx^icii, ^ros&rtgfca^Lfcyx+f'f:/ 

[0004] C+UrftU iiKM#fV*^S«S3fc7 I <fX£-t'l*, a— »f Sb^mMfltt |8£3t 

t^c f#B8¥9-265760^aicl*. 3fcxV**l-tf LTlft«<DE»-?l££t75ift 

[0005] 

i%wiiwm.± = jt?z>&®\tzbi*. ±.m,tzmzms>\tzKx^z>m\mm\zi.x*>. ftM 

¥9-265760^^l^^^fcf6B^|rLTt.^7 : ^^(»7^ffll--iai=ISymS*« 

<0»**ii.fz«i:-C^JH=E»*4tfcE»rtSt»#lftil6***<4r*A^tf**. 
[oooelttfc, t#88¥9-282836^l8l::l3u 4 !/799X9*JUa,TSA/ftiHMftftH£ 

y, u-^i=«k«)««a)BS^Biy^»*a^icT*^*fei:fcy-r-sfcft, *flnt*wc* 

-So 

[OOO7]*fBBJ|0> S Wli, ^X^X^W^^^S I^SX'tm^CO pIttW«^*^ft^E»T:^ 
Z£?lZ?Z>ZtX&Zo 
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[ooo9]*^wo)siiro a wii, afex -f x^^u® n*r-r^^^(D*$»^iB^«$t 

[001 0]*£B£<&9l<B a Wlis 3fcx***cD7*/U®U#1-i>^«1£*R0«£lfUi58i£«& 
[0012] 

T&a£i*^lcfta£l*£*ifc3te^X?<D®rtT^ 

0««;*<^2(Dttiiiu$ti'5J:ai^£aJse«i*iffli-r^^4^st^flt^^o 

tut. um*m\z*vxamMemmim*xMmt%-i ©a«i=***i**ctc»^att 

mmvm^mimn^mx'&^o 

[001 4]iS^«2S2icO)f|B^li, IS^Sl SB«(?)3fe^X<7gai^L>r. E 

[ooi 5]Lfc#o-c. jftprattEttattJ^&JSPi^iu^flj^aflHBwcacaBL, iaa^i+^ 

f5lcJ:or3feT^X^©(Slt^Wani«E»a)fcift<DaiE<4ai=i»SftS$*t*, 

[001 SjiMiiSafBftcDfSWIt, i**«2fBtt<Dft7^X*igai-fc^T, ttWt¥Rlt, * 

^^\z^\tititzm^mm&n^(o^rMiz^xmf&^titz^-^^t^o 

[001 7]LfcA4T . 3feT-cX^7lC-7-^^gi|^S[lt-S^^cC<. 3teT-f7.<7(DlSl#3f)<i4a^-t±¥S 
irJ:oT:nnst3«fB»<DfcA<D®iE^atceij)S:S$4x-So 

[ooi sia^JSASsKOTfewtt, i*#isi Kmw/tfixtmmz&vx* iia&t^sit> * 
x<^^izsitbHf=v-^*<M^i+^4Ssac;i6itb^fc^aa^7-<7-cife4 0 
[001 9]Lfc*<o-c, ^^izmiititzm^\mn^m^u^K)^(o^^n(D 

^lasofc^xojiiEfiaictea^-tt-^tiSo 

[0020]H#Jg5aEK<BS§iUil*, f*#«4!B«<D3fc^x*&ai::fc^-C ftx-rT^flWESfl 
[0021 }Ltztf-oX. &mmZ®VcZMZ£itbT4*W\3ltnl. ZtHz^X. g»SU(D<aa£ 

too22]ii*«6sae<DfiB^i*, a^jsi fcuL5(D^r*i^-i3«03fe^*^&aic 

[0023]L/c#oT.*TYX<7KiS:ltb*lfcl»^ 

aEtil-ESU %^^Wm%^mz^.r>xm^tlh<r>X. %T4Xttf1WLlXl*o<tioteZ 

tmi\ ^Xs iwittm<t&iE&&\Z)Ei<simtit>o 
[oo24]ifi*JS7iBeo)f§Bflii. a^isesEftrojtx^^^aizfc^r, ss^sii. *tV 
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2, 3. 4, 5 N 6Xfi8ta*03te^x$3*»i::fci\ 

»**l.fc«^lc±I^Itt^c*-iBlcHJBlJlc«^:y|e»**lTt^5. 

C0033]Lfc*«-3T.HJ«l=J:orMJ=T-^<»/ai*i« e 
C0035jL£A<^ 

[0038] 

*Wfci:*«»lf b*i*. <IU mi^Ji^j^-tLXlt. £S1tox WrfljEfrb. Sftx*"u? 
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K*2VL±<j)Bmz&m*$z>zktfm3iLi\ mxit. 7Ky7-£2g&±;g£L-c-f-0>*§is# 

tt8*ySl**1 <73^SffiT*|g1 <7)fe<7)tt!gifcy. Sfc1 <7)ft£aJg.i:yt.S^m2(Dft5££ 

[0041 mi-, mi (Dt#sssi^gftLfc^ts mi om^sis &m^%2<ntt% : &&izm® 
(D^tss^^titLmi (Dttmz&T'mwvtmttM , m2<Dft£aj£m«tt&£fc£*.<*> 

(^^BS55-1 541 98^«) , 1^S<D(l}l!gaite8^^fflL^^*C<tT-mi <D^^;SJtT*e 
S#<Btfcy, f52©1#SSSr'2BJtt<S«i:^t(D(^^¥3-169590^^«). P^f^ife^i: 

^8y;u*;uPfefl£m*m2(DftS£j£Kan!»&, fc. WSic&feu mi flmsSST- 

(^¥2 - 1 88293#tt«L ftlBI¥2-1 88294#'i>|ft)3? *<*lf btl£o 
C0042]Ctt?><»*T*t,. □'C=l§fe^$fflL^<7)l4^>h7XhA<ai^ft»aT*ifc-5„ P 

-can <D»sM-eaw«»t<py*2oi*3ea*i=»»»=6a«»i:<p**«>w:, £<ba<to 

[0043]czr% *H86a)Jfc*gT?l*. Br2>a^sE^M2a)-i54tLT. &^&1±*mfrbfc-5l* 
[0044]J:y»jffllCl4, *Hlifea)^lS(Z)orae$*s2M2fl)«^, 3ftT2frb£ftT3a>Ma 

lt, a*T4Jsi±izjiu»f *i*aw«»ic<sy, *-cd&, jaflrroiaT©#ai=R4taa-r 

So Z<D±?tj:m9Ltf±-r$>0)\t. WM5cE»Ji2*«|j*'r*»IB«*t+l=^MIkLfc*«««' 

utt8i=t>x^r.)t«i^bAitLfc*tt*aT*ctft<fi»«i=aai-*fc»i=TOa*E» 

®2A<2Bfl|cEpts CUUC»U *«1S&ttM®tt?®fta&1SAtf*&LT$ttAT*ttJ£ 
W^A»ttAt»ll<D*liT?B»-filtLTl![ar*fc*lcWtt*«E»a2^6<Jl**fc 

-r^Ris=K(DS«i4(D-aiic, mi ss«i*»5, «i«GSM6. m2^m«:®7, ssttt&B 
a, 4>ra»9, ai;piiSt**iB»j§2A<iiiicaji**i, Att4®£»«0Bi;:/\-K3-+»i o 

[00453S«4I*, *7X, -fe^s?**. fc«itlittfti::J:<-J*ift&li«. C*lbfl>5%, 

iv&*<, nifcicisfco-ciicjticiBbr, «?tif , *-Ktt^v-htt-C'fco-ctat^„ tott. 

S«4ICli, 0. 25-0. 65|inru M£L<l±0. 30-0. 55pmS£0)lf (DXAa£fi$/&L'C£< 

[0046]3fct&*SE«iJl6li % 15~35n m mm<DmMZte&L2tlXl^„ Z<D3tetaf8ES»6a> 
tma/CIi.Ag. In. Sb. Te<D45tB£*fc«fcfc£E»E»*W«£J*#a/C**-r*tt 
»ft<ai/CU*. Z0)J:3fctmi*, ateflMBEBfl6^LXffll^«ft« E»(»Aft)**-a 
&. «*(#A<b)«aE-a*3ti;»3stt*<«»Tft»/f J^b-C**. ftffiffiESB6 
(DW^tLTIi. 15~35nmlC|Sb-r. 10~100nmgjg> M*L<(*1 5~50nmg£-(?fcoT 
HVifis 1 5~35nm£l^in±, V^$(Dt!J»flftfl. *-/<-5-rMWU 
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[00471^1 ^fli*/S5ai>'m2gfli*@70)*f^tLri*. SiO, Si02. ZnO, Sn02, AI20 
3, Ti02. In203, MgO, ZrO2H0)&jIiMb&-\?\ Si3N4, A\N % TiN, BN, ZrNt?<DS<t1fc, 
ZnS. In2S3. TaS4$(7)fiiHb!|$!3£;!><ffll,*b*l3„ ^LT. f&1 Stmf*Jl5<DlglSl460~200n 
m x a£L<l480~1 10nmSg/j<aL^.^m2^m»:®7<Dll)?li15~45nm,||*L<|± 
20-40nmfIg^a»-Cfe*o !&2i8mft|§7<D|gJ5A<1 5nm,fcy*,$<fc*>i s jft&1$«3Jg 

(7)^l?^45nmJ:ytIl<^S<t,0/W^ttA<^<b-r-5. 

[0048]K3tJ*&lgl4, AU Au, A g> Cu, Ta3*<7)$g*m % fcSl,M4C:*lb<7)£&3?0tt*O0) 
SltttSJS|l*tlr c feoT)gl570~1 80nmlrff$iS$nTL^. to<tfc, -£-C75J;5fc&Jg, 

mmomomiaTtm^AjX'^xij&iK mm*. Ai^izitr^H^^x^x^ 

Bki\ miXiTcmwmnmtLXlZ, Cr % Ti, Si, Cu, Ag. Pd, Talf A<^lf b*t-S„ 

»6^sittt^ji8$^i-*«^t % Drafr^^gB»JB2^swiiSf»B8ic«9-rs«flit$w 

*<Dmmi*. 0. 5~20nmf§j£#jff IIU, 
[0050]Stt4(7)J5^ffliJ(Z)®ICffJJ|)t$+L-5/\-K=i-hJl1 0£LTI4, ^.fcf^-hTftfifeLf-* 

nmsibftflg^-iiftMicffl^bftao ; ecoji$i42-6^mA<js^-efci, 0 2 ( imjaT-oi4+#fc 

<*&*lt£#l#bftt\6 M mia±lCfc££|^/S;fc^ 

Tizzmwi 1 1*. atTjxti zmmtz>tzikm%f§ukLxo)T : <(x<7his<{-\ 2$«i^. ccd 

-O 2I^S$+tfcpfl£: J f l^j$1-*3tf^7<^37lCj:oTb— ffjfe^^ltLratx-fX 

^^^-Ktc<D^-w^-KA^b^w*tLfcb-^$^1^JU>x$^LT3fef r -fx<71a)8B 

[oo5i ten&otemoft^wmfct 1 ^p>hn— ^^^-c^r-fe*,, o£y, $2ic 
7n?£?lz. %T4*'?M3<'£mZ*i& : T47.'7Y-W\ 2I4, ^TVX^jiteai abStflTA* 

^rtfisi 4,ta)Pfl^i!i@sicsitbnrL^ 0 *0»7j-XA£lt, fa^iz-f 1 214, si* 
icqiftfr|gitb+t7b*VK*>Y7hi 5t^-*i 6icffi»£;KT®ini-5^u*;Mr-\*tai 7t\z5. 

^HTL^ 0 O*y % i?^^h^12l*,*VKv^h15lrX7^K^^l^y^ltb*t /mj 
^M^ftmiZ^LTl^. LfcA^t, ^E— 5»16IZ«fcor^y*;U4f-\'ttl7A<[sl|£ffil!|^ 
fVx^hb'M 214, 3fex-rX^g&Si 3^^X^112^(481 4i05|S|$*VK*>A'7H 
1 s&tpv'j^u^Ylilii 7©«i^iPii^or^i(i-ri) 0 zflj^f^^-fi zay&mzfo 
U tVx^I-H'i 214, 3fe7 r -rx^^(4Si3lc{4{fr*«^lcli^iT'f^ox^«^i8Si/ 

m27-f ^nx-r^i 9$x-t-v^>l. #T-f**JM*to«i 4cnaB-*-s«£i::i4!&27'f * 

□X-f 9&tf$3T^p;W'y*20£;W^*>-f C0J:5fcfn ~S&37>f>7a;U •;/ 

8~2oox>r^iftAtts^aii-« ) cticj:y s ^x^hu^i 2^(D{4ai=i4ai-'6^ 
[oos2i*i\Tf, «i60ff^a)5tx^^ai 1 1*, w^sua^^sutLTroffi^^ 

*-J>^^bfcy , M'T*3>hP- J 722l-Sgi!i»H9$n-C&«}»^^l (DSftfcil 
£*»jrp<7>t&i (7) %=^<<7.>J^ l^#tti^+ife ; 7'<;U3$SltT4m±|c/ja»i-r-5;Sa[T? 
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«»**©*2©Mtt. 7^;U3$;SJgT2^bjgST3(D^(Djgglwtol|lTi>SS-C'ife 
-5 0 ZZT% E»jH*^K2itt, xVx^MW^fclS^fliffiffta^AKSffi^tf'fK 

a>¥fKJftfcMfr"*"**flT?fc*. Cfl)«fcd^A' , J-yv24li, -»©?— »J 25lC><JUh2 
6A<^lt;fi^nr-^a)^-U25)b<I3*L^fL^^-'S^|Cffia$tLTle]$EffiS)!)^^'<;^K#^m 

-A.1?e?*>3>lcaiB-r*»^lC^'f^*>t"**4T-f'^PX-f-^27jb<»ltb3h..C©»4T 
^^PX^«7l=J:or^Ut»S?240*-AiKs;^a>3&<*ttl**l*.46i:,^Hp , J^27l= 
li, fijUa©3fe-b>-9-283&<»«*tl-Cl^*. Z©3t-b>-9-28li, x-TX^hU-f 12l=-b-vh**lfc 
l=3fe£Ri#LT*©fi9t3fe£»feU *©tti**<, 3fcxVx*l ©JtfflKSftltbtifc 

v*;u3©fiit^i»j©fc©icffliNb*i*. 

[0053]CZr^5t^X^1^{SJ#^x^^hU^12l*.x^^hU^12±l-5t^X^1^ 
BS-r*HS^S29*«jl*. Z©BS#a29li. XjS30£*i£>a/Cx*X*hU-n 21-0 

»Sfiicsjiyf*itb4iT*xYx^i*tt»aaT?*s-->*©7--A3it,z*ib©T-A3i© 

-aiBIirE««»-C«l#**lfc3-f JUX^»J>y32t, 7-A31 ©flMMtt*ft£*l*ftA33 

fcicj:or«j***trLxS. o*y , x-A3i i*a*;i/X?y:/tf 32i=tt»&h.TEI»-r-5;:i:'C 
ftx-f X<71 Z&ft-tZo 7-A31 ictt, Jfcx<X*l ©ttftMir/<s/K34£fla.-ci**. *L 
T, *A333!)<(Hl»)-ri)C:tr-T-A31 liflMMtefcoTEIliU Cttlr^oTT-ASI \Z&Zft 
x-fX^i©»l#fflSA<»»*ti«J:9«:«IJfii:<i:oTL^. 

[0054]$blc, 3fexVx*SS«i 1 if«h3>lfa-*35(ceiMi(»*tl*K7-f /<I3»36* 
l*JjarSo C©K5-f/<ISIIl36tt, *XHP>t:a— *35lC/*Xtt«**lfc3:/|-P-522l=*t 
U 3fee^T^37 H E«N^^K21 , «E^K^/<38&tf»*>* 28*©M-K/ 
*39tf/<X»tt*!hX*Jft&ltfcB»TJ*4. Z©<fc5fclslS&fltJ$©T» P>hP-722li, jfe 
e-^T^^37*<«it*l/-^yH'*-K^b©l^**©E«t*-fS>y^E»3l*»*«lllP 
U E»**^K2i ©*f8»*W*»©*H, ftflM^^ftlMBE-amStlfBU «■ 

«*-*K9*/<38i=»i-4*-*i 7 f -fx^*-*at;e^7'y^'E-*»©«»*w«# 

©$K5>**SIW*-«. *Xhn:/lfa-*35ttROMI=tttt4j|tfc»f1tf a^AlC 

^L^tt^i>*a«SIM*SltTLr*^l64'Wlc«i|«i-r«CPU©ttmWffli©T,3>hn 
-922l=ME»«WP«#*f*#L, CJfcb©E»1IHlP«*l=*^TP:/hP^22tf*» 

[0055]«ill<, *XKn>fc:a-*35li, E*Sfl* *vyK2i ©#ftB-X?£flh ©iS£T-#§8& 

Es^s&tf sfi**«a/c©«iis$*fci-. uzt^x, t^^y^-^t^nthRo 

MI=»l***ifc»ff^P^AlcttofcCPUI=J:*E»ifi*^'yK2i ©Etttt»icj:y, 
¥RStf >H*^S©«1fe*<3lfr**i4. c©lg^, *xha>tfi-*35li» B^Utt^*— 
— K*l=J=o-C» SftJNft'VyK21 l=J:*7*/l>3^©»&*flNR©AA*W+t*M\ A*£*i 

c=»a*flt«3b<-saw**i, c©w^/<-^ricBM**ifc»a*x-*i=*^^-c#a*« 

[0056]*fc v ^Xhn>t°3.— $35li, jfex-fX^I ^(HltEffi»|-ri>fc©©HjnUd:L^X'f7.'j7 : E 
-4r©BEKM#*a>hP^22l=f*4UT*x-fX^l*BrS©lSi*(=fi»^-&-r*fcA 
©&S£t!-^&£LT©«te££7Vto LfcA<o"C, JhXh3>ea.— ^35A<rtE-r6ROMlC» 
^*tifcl!l^^P^7Al;^ofcCPUlc < l:^f : YX^ ; E-'5'©Sa«i|«l^i;<ky , &SSi*¥K 

[0057]z©J:5^«iS(=fc^r. 3fex<x^i ©7^U3lc»-r-St#«©ffi»-;H*»^lc-o^ 

rawra. rr. fVx*hu*i 2tf#f^x*jttHa«i 3i=(aa-r*«»Tfx-fx^hb-ri 2 

C*fWl ^-trvh-T-S. C©B5, *)A33li-*t©T— A31 *J?Lttlf **5ftS»tt«l=tt 
ST 7-A31 f::***x<fX$i ©i*ftf*ff*fr*v5Ei*. *CT?. Z©^®©**x^7> 
^hlx-fi 2A< : E-^i 6l=E»44ir«rtlc|tA**i-6 0 *©ifi«T\ %xVx*i ttBSUcn® 
IEB»ateLT©x<f x2*-*lcB»*h.TEEL. Piffle, jfcx<x*l ©B ±£*-WJ-vv24 
iz»«*ftfcjfe-tr>*28tfM-r*. ctiic«fcy, *xV*9i izaii&tifc^wflMM 
■b>^28irtt»*4ii(B93#E). L*il=J:y, T^^€-5iA<#±fta*4i, 3fcxVX*iA<* 
©&SI-<4Sttlf b*t&. Z0)tZ0)%T<( ©ff jfcMt*. W-xyJ&ttT'fcS^us 
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<7)^S3a£#frit&;b<tei*;i$£^K2l£fcmr&4^^ 

n'nzti&o Ltzt^x. *mm<DBmiz&i\x\*. ^u3(7)^®3a/><ft7Vx?i Ktsitbft 

;U3CD4iSffi3a/)<3t-b>-9-28lC«iaj$+ir^b3te7 ; -f X^71 SfiHt^ttfcOT*!* jfex^X^I *<^- 
-/\*- ; 7>LTL*azi:/)<^b*tSo -tCT:, C(D<fc3fcii3-fci;i: H ftx-fX^l $Bn-r«Bqt 

[0059]C9LTs JtT-TX^I Ji)<ftS£l±$;h.£t s *A33/)<Bilj£*tT(2)iEU -*K7)7-A3 
1 K7-A31 *<SlM=ifilt +&1ift<D&mft®+Z>. CtllrJ:^ l*7-A31 IZ 

X^fciHifil 4<Dfiftlz®ih£i£tet)<**V)yis24$ : &m.®£V&Z.X\ 3fe"r<fX*1 ±£B 
ft;N*^K2iT^5-ri)(l4#ra) 0 zfilcj:^ ^<X£i<7)7^;U3lz#t-£W}atef80> 

[00601^^X^1 (n^^S^pr^tt^fBSttJgll-r^lZtt, **|o>t:3.-*35lzj:o 

T tmm^^2 1 $ig»tSl|»lLr^(7)^^^|g2(DSSlCflS»^-5o 

1 CD7^;U3*<;SgT2^bSST30raO)SJtlC#;S$tir7^;U3liigB^^St^o C<D 

us. se^*^^K2i <D±xo)&f&m*tfmih£*i. c©*3ftttBflDE«ai*'^K2i 
\d»j>PTv?zi<D&mzm^%T4Wi wwsifimzmti-tztzih. ^)i3\t±mmzmm 

[0061 lotve, 7^;i/3tcRifSfl)Qr«ffi«$8Ht|-r5«^icit, 7*ju3£swtf igiz-f 

^•vK21 0^atfS^^4^vK2i 0>#&&ffc^0)3fc7V;^i <D^g^|fiitig^-r-5^Ifi](D 

ea-^35ICA*$*lfc^M<»^m«A<^$*i*oC<D^d^7^;U3|C^-ri>5r^til«(D 
!2»i*£tt, ffilgT'fcfiyigUi^fireifcSo 

[O062]fcfc\ *$£4>Btt-eii , ftfV 3^1 K|£ltb*tfc7*;U3<7)aB®3a;!)<3fe7V X£ 1 |Z 

isitb+ifcT-^tDttifti^sfc-rjca^^^LfcA^ sutiz^fcorii, t-^lt. 

[0063]*||M(D«-<7)||ffi(Z)^figSB.6ai;B7lzS^LNTSiB^-r-S.m-(D|lffi(7)^ISt 

^^<7i<D3^)V3iz^^^n(onm-m^mz^x^mm^^2^^mti> 
tztoom&zM-tz,, o*y, *i?jfea)fl$ii-c*(i, %-o)nmo>rmx'mwzmttm9tfm 
mtti-r* TVx*w/-n 2i=ttK-^-^tt©«»attf4i A<§sitb4xrt^. ctomttM**! 

I*. 5t^X^1(D®Smil-(DiIg*J#ofc^7 : 'i'X^^eglJ42$* l i>fLg|l»lCi|jt > 

[0064]c<& J:5fc«fiei::fc^T, BBBfe^K2l fcfflufc^w^fl) pTI8iS«Sa^* 
5£ft;H£^-vK2l I*, ft&SM*4i ic^-DTfcgteti-S. o£y. «SISiJ*t4i tf&ltbft-Cl* 

l=«fcoTE«a*^K21tf3H^X*1fr&B»L<BZ<a)#^^ 

mizttrtlfi Aofcy » fEtl;B£'v;/K2i Kfelt-Sfc-^K^/ \7:<&IB|(7)#;/x<f 

L««£-rseBiS£'VyK21 *><«SISW41 lcJ:oT«3I<**u BBB*^vK21 0B£fl<£C 
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£H-tt#l*W-»«*LttH**Mrt-*. *IIM©»tt-CI*. «»tt*t4l iztil^X. ftx 
^X*gjtft42l=il&*£-&;!)<&y®b*if^ 

Tl^ 0 *fc. x-fX^hWl 21-1*, ftx-rX-JM (DgMlcSS}iv-h52A<|ftltbtl.rL^. 

x$i ©e»Mfcto«»tffr£jb4v*\ ctu=ft*T, ftnsM*4i <Dmmi~-ft<oQL&m* 

»l=ia«*fc1*r5;:fctfT?#*J:3fctt*l=Ea**i"Cl**. 

[oo67]c© *3«:«irti=«sL^'r , tixzmi ziz&t4W\ ttvbtzvz* -etas^T- 
iciEL«4Ss*«)^ti.-So c*u= *y s #x>x$i ©^^atirrsrafli ^©cft-ifi^^iE 

Uff<Pb*l4. CtDBS, x*X*hl^1 2l=*?h&Kfc3texVX*1 I*. K52I=JWR 
HPffll=J:oTiSl[MS*3llft. -tLT, xVX<7Hx-f 1 2frb#xVX'7l£aaytt-f *»£!=!*, 3fc 

roo68iBm at;iai2tt. #0tJS©fl*&<&&»*0i£jFl\ *=a>5US0»»T?i*, xVx>7h 
i^i2(=H2?h&KfcaH^x$i<D»yrt^ 

SWLSU51 tfftlt&IVClifttf. g W^ilfilc-rSfcftl^, xVx^hU-fl 2±<Dft^2B# 
41 C©«y**»5N=#xVX**rtLfl.55£SWrrt.Al*. ftx-fX^SfcttL 

fl.551*, flTttfBl 1 xVx^hW 1 2l=^te*ifc#xVx*i ©*US®0)-Sli 

I*, xVX*H/-f1 2J&<*;xVX>7&*ftai 3trMfSttffiTf7 : ^X^hH'1 Zfl)M«^ 
&xVX>73artL?l55|::it£A;H, £xVx£l£#L±lf <5£5l=-f *il**&^„ CUvlcJ:y % ftx 

-fx^i*sjBic»yn-rct*<T?t*. 

[OO69l*5E0^<O!Bra<7)|llife(7)^!g^Ml3S^MMi-S^^ittB^1"SolgH(D||ffi0P^ 
(DHS(5<Df^!i(DSJ^«!i(0«):5lC, ftffOttAI 0-«jM0y *fr*iTt,*«. xVX^hb 

-f 1 2i=i*, c(D«^#su»i=i4iS$i*r. tta-r*«»*6i***i"*fc«>a)'hfl.62A<»j« 

frh/cus. z©/h?L62l=S**&h.<&***6l li, Mi4l=jF-f ctai=, 'hfl,62l=tf A**!** 
963(DJBHJ=. WilJ»*»tt*LfcK7Atta)»»(*:64fcP-U-yhttffllfil#965i:*<HS* 
*fC»J**hx*-a\*. »JSft64li s /|\?i62(=ll»63tf »A*ftfcttttT?*xVx2i 

[0070]C©J:5JWtlftl=a3l*T , x-fX^hWI 2l=ftxVX>71 £-fe«:/h-t<i>B8, (ft««««T— 
-754lCjfe7 i -f7.^1(7)7'<>U3a)aaa53a$i4a^1+-ri.=:iT% 3texVX$1l±xV7.£M^12 
l=IEL<&8*©£*v5. *©7ctf>l=, *Jll6©]|»BT*r*. xVx^hU-f 1 2l=3fexVX*i fc-fe? 
hLfc£, /J*7l62(=m*61 ©tM$63£ffA'r«. Oh.(=<fcy , »»{*64/»<3fexVX<71 ©fl- 
JiS&KliS&U Cfl)tt»Tf«l*«65*|*oT»»*61*SlE*1*4CfcTf, ftx-fX? 1 liSIS 
flK64t©*»*|Cj:o"CigiaB»**l*. 0*y, ^fl.62l=»**61 $Jt AtZZfC. jfcx-f 
X>71 Sg»*f=J:oTlsI«*t!-*»»Ial|£tt*66A<«lfi)t$H4. *CTr, *xVX<71 ©7*;U 
3©*B63afi<ftIlflltt41 IC^fift$*tfc^a«*V-^754IC<aa^-B-$*l4^T?»IS^61 * 
Hlg*1**ZiT?, #xVX*l ttxVX^KU-fl 2l=IEL<&S*©£ft£. 
[0071] 

[*«©»*]»** 1 E«©5texVX*S«©*Wtt» S*»l=8»*ftfcftx-fX*l=fllTT 
^KS«ftl=7^;UtLr^*D*tifc!»Bi^tt8E^!«#l=^S^W«««*K»L,»ft^ffi14 

se»«»^m2<Dtt!si=^«>ii2(DSST*^j»^^*fflSjB*¥iaT?eii*jWLr^5iifitt 

s2S«#l=ffi^tifcW«ffi«$^*r^<fc5l=Lfc(DT?^x^X^(D^;UI=^«^^S 

©nr«M»«t«#»?LIE»-<-*CfcJb<Tft*. UMts ftxVX>7l=**LTttl«©IB»^?f ±«£ 
llfft-*=t^T*^*«ai=ia^ii*+lT^4<7)r%^x-fX^<7)7'<^l=WL-C^Ifflttrffl$R 

a-*l*-r68a*9lifcS«t6*»4<36:<» SE£$fl&l=lt3!-f SChtfT:**, *fc. mi: 
g^^Hfc3fex^X^<©^t$3fexH'X<7lC|ftltb^tc7-<7$f»lfflLrfifrSa)lS)tl=aa^-B- 
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**fc©©tt«£«R*!aitfc©-C, «»»l=£»*h.fc3fc-7VX*©fi|#*, %?4*>J\Z 

coo72]§i*iS2SE«a)f6B^[i % EK©&7V**«i::fci*T, iitimw, ia 

IS«»»l=®(EK»*4iTiaigr**TY^^lc|||[lt64ifc7-^*ttttlL"C-5'©ttflJI8lllc» 
^£5feT*X*£tt***>*-5«fc3lc«j*Lfc©-C, fcpTJfittEftfcttfr&fc^Kjl^OTa 

LfctfoT, 5HV**©7*;UiSlc»ri>«r«ffif8©«£»;LE 

[0074]SI#«4E«©*WI*, tt**lE«©&5VX*Ml=*Sl*T. ttM^-fr^S*, ft 
^^^j=«it6HfcOTattE^tt:^6ft«9^il/^©TOilHB©E»l=BIIL, £»«© 

ttaa7T7-^rc3fe^x^©T-^^i*4ctij s jfex^/7^^fiiages©fc©©ii]Eia 

E»*««t«:*3S*ffll^Ci:«j:<jEL^ttaicffJ&:5C^A<l?**. 

[0075]|||*ft5E*©«9H*. tt**4E«©*5VX*««l=feVT, *xY^^©n«» 
^laIlBSS©J«**©***lzJ:oTiaiS*1i-*J»»|g|E«|<||$fltit-5<Z)-T?, «}i¥$lHie$ 

C0076]»^JS6E»©f6B ( SI^ % I|^lS1^L\L5©L^■r^^-Ee©it^ i ^'^<7^alrfct^ 
«i^i«1±Efa«i*^^*7^;u^©W«ffifB©ESlr»L»3tx^^©^ta^|»±rSCt 

[oo77]m#fli7E«©*wi*, m^aeEKw^T^^MirfcL^T, 

[0078]ffi*]Jl8Ett©&91fi, »#*6EK©3lfe5Vx*«l::j3l^ ®S^fS£ N ftfV* 

[0079]8|^Jg9E«©*B^li, immi „ 2, 3. 4, 5, 6Xtt8E«©jfc-7V***|»=asO 
r. «a»l=, *^X^©«H*«0*ai=E«**lfc*^fifflfl^«ltfc©T? % 

^^AitbHfc»RrattE»at»^6ft*7^;i^©wa««©E»xi4«**,E*»atf 

$£&*<3H^X*©«i5frb«l!lir£ES^ 

*I4\ Eik«at;i«*»©W<IIIJllr^^^4tAorL*ofcy, t-*i:K5<</<i©|ffl©7f?> 

[0080]R#fln OE«©#iVx*©*lHtt. »TOttE»K(*fr6fc*7* jUiftfV*** 
ltl=M:lt&*if=»3t»^©ai»fc»LTBrS©fl*lc(4B**5'ttf 4fcft©»*t<p«*7— ^ 

fc*«**©T?»*XY^©7^;UI=TOT*»3E©nrait«*#*«liLEIir*Zt^Tf* 

©GtefcMa-tt-razfctfT?*, caucfcy. »TOitE^fcfr*&*^w::*^*?r« 

flWB©E»*aiEtt«lclT«:3Cfc*<-C**. 

[0081 i E«©*Wtt, »#*ioE«©*T^i=feLxr, Sftfflrs 

»*4ifc»dl=±(Sj#fc<p*-iBI=Wg|lcj:yE*L'fc©-c, BWfcJsoTT— 

[0082]i«#Jgi 2EK©fBMtt, 0EK©*7 r -fX^lcj3l>T. 7—9$, 

***ifc»£!=±fi#£ft4-iBi=W+&ftfc»»ttE»tttt©*TO 

©t% *T*x*f=7-**Hiittt*cfcft<, j»praitE»«#©JaiB»tt»=«l:oTT-^«- 
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l::£oTx-$iU7tt<D#ra$aSB8Jll-^j£$^^ 



fjl4j3t7V**Kl£ifb;lxf^^ 

[§7]7*;ui-tt^*BBii;gi£»)ftl$<DE^^ 
•6/i:«>©iJiIIB"C**. 

[M8]*l6B^(D^=(Dll«fifl)»lg$^1-^7 i ^^t«aigI5«i:(D^ffillir-&i>o 
CHlQ3»**5^h«)Kii»***^*«*^l*fc*7 s ^^t©IIK«liBB|-Cft*. 

[Hl3];M6Wa>*lH©M©»»£*rB»^ 

f^]»»0is^fc*riiiiiiBi-cfc*. 

[»#©1W1] 
3a 

21 SB&Sfl. !Hi»(EISII^K) 

29 SS^K 

31 T— A 

37 jttZvtTVJ 

41 ftSSM* 

52 SSHSv-h 

54 £ 

61 

66 @!Hg[5]fc«8t» 
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(57) Summary 

(Task) 

To make it possible to rewrite and record prescribed visible information to a label surface 
any number of times in such a maimer that the rewriting and recording position of the visible 
information is in a suitable position on the surface of the label. 

(Solution Means) 

To an optical disk 1 is added a label 3 made of thermally reversible recording material, 
which attains a first state when it is heated to a first temperature, and a second state, different 
from the first state, when heated to a second temperature. Recording of prescribed visible 
information is performed on this label 3 by heating the label to the first temperature with a 
recording part 21 (recording and erasing head). At this time, the direction of the optical disk 1, 
mounted in a mounting part 12 (disk tray), is aligned with the prescribed direction by using a 
mark 3a created on the optical disk 1, so that the recording position of visible information will be 
in a suitable position with respect to the label 3. After that, the erasing part 21 (recording and 
erasing head (21) erases the visible information when it is heated to the second temperature. 

[figure] 

(Scope of the Patent's Claims) 
(Claim 1) 

An optical disk device, equipped with a mounting part, enabling to mount an optical disk 
so that it can be freely attached and removed; 

an alignment means, enabling alignment with a prescribed position by using a mark 
created on an optical disk, oriented in the direction of an optical disk mounted in the mounting 
part; 

a rotation driving part, rotating and driving an optical disk mounted in the mounting part; 

an optical pickup, irradiating with laser rays an optical disk supported so that it can move 
freely in the radial direction of an optical disk mounted in the mounting part; 

a recording part, generating heating to a first temperature inducing a first state in a 
thermally reversible recording medium oriented toward an optical disk mounted in the mounting 
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part; 



an erasing part, generating heating to a second temperature inducing a second state in a 
thermally reversible recording medium oriented toward an optical disk mounted in the mounted 
part; 

a recording means, controlling the driving operation of the recording part so that 
specified items can be recorded on a thermally reversible recording medium within the surface of 
an optical disk aligned by an alignment means mounted in a mounting part; 

and an erasing means, controlling the driving operation of an erasing part so as to induce 
a second state of a thermally reversible recording medium within the surface of an optical disk 
mounted in a mounting part. 

(Claim 2) 

The optical disk device described in claim 1, wherein said alignment means determines 
the position of an optical disk based on the result of detection when a mark is detected that was 
created on a rotating optical disk, rotated and driven by a rotation driving part. 

(Claim 3) 

The optical disk device described in claim 2, wherein a position alignment means detects 
a mark formed by the end face shape of a thermally reversible recording medium deployed in an 
optical disk. 



(Claim 4) 

The optical disk device described in claim 1, wherein said position alignment means is a 
mark created in the mounting part that is aligned with said mark created in an optical disk. 

(Claim 5) 

The optical disk device described in claim 4, equipped with a friction rotation mechanism 
rotating the outer periphery of said optical disk by the fhctional force of a freely rotational 
friction wheel. 

(Claim 6) 

The optical disk device described in any of the claims 1-5, wherein said mounting part 
is equipped with a fixing means fixing said mounted optical disk. 

(Claim 7) 
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The optical disk device described in claim 6, wherein said fixing means is provided with 
a pair of arms clamping said optical disk so that energizing is applied and cancelled in the 
clamping direction of said optical disk in order to fix or cancel fixing of said optical disk. 

(Claim 8) 

The optical disk device described in claim 6, wherein said fixing means is a high-friction 
sheet mounted on said optical disk. 

(Claim 9) 

The optical disk device described in claim 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 8, wherein said mounting 
part is equipped with a soft protective member arranged so as to cover the periphery of said 
optical disk. 

(Claim 10) 

An optical disk, equipped with a reference mark used for positional alignment in a 
prescribed direction when a label comprising a thermally reversible recording medium is 
mounted in a mounting part deployed in an optical disk device. 

(Claim 11) 

The optical disk described in claim 10, wherein said mark is recorded by printing to one 
surface oriented in the upward direction when the disk is mounted in the mounting part. 

(Claim 12) 

The optical disk described in claim 10, wherein said mark is formed by the end face 
shape of a thermally reversible recording medium, deployed on one face oriented in the upward 
direction when a disk is mounted in a mounting part. 

(Claim 13) 

The optical disk described in claim 10, wherein a contrasting mark is formed in an optical 
information recording layer outside of the data area by the initializing treatment. 

(Detailed Explanation of the Invention) 

(0001) 

(Technology Belonging To The Invention) 
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This invention relates to an optical disk device accessing an optical disk. 

(0002) 
(Prior Art) 

Various types of disk-shaped media in which digital information is recorded magnetically 
or in pits on disk-shaped media became popular in recent years. These types of media are 
generally called magnetic disk. In addition to optical disks and CDs for music, or CD-ROMs and 
DVDs for prerecorded information, there are also optical disk to which information can be added 
by writing on them only once, and optical disk that can be overwritten any number of times. All 
of these types of disk have become very quickly very popular. 

(0003) 

Moreover, labels used in optical disks that contain prerecorded information are usually 
added as so called index labels in order to display the content of the recording and to improve the 
design characteristics. For example, the title or the name of the tune is generally printed together 
with a prescribed pattern on the label surface of a music CD and the content of the recording is 
generally printed together with a prescribed pattern on a CD-ROM. 

(0004) 

On the other hand, because the information on optical disks of the write-once type and on 
rewriteable optical disks is specified and written by a user who is using these disks, prescribed 
items cannot be printed and added to the index label in this manner. That is why the content of 
the recording is usually written in such a case onto these types of optical disks. However, it is 
convenient if the user were able to write to this index label specified items that could be added to 
music CDs or the like onto which information has been prerecorded, or even with write-once and 
rewriteable optical disks. That is whey the design of printing devices has been developed that 
make it possible to print specified items onto an index label that can be added to the write-once 
type of optical disks. Such a built-in printing mechanism used for an optical disk device enabling 
recording and regeneration of information has been disclosed in Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) 
Patent Application Number 9-265760. 

(0005) 

(Problem To Be Solved By This Invention) 

Incidentally, even with printing devices using the above mentioned existing product 
designs, and even according to the disclosure of Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent 
Application Number 9-265760, it was possible to print specified items only once on the label 
surface of an optical disk. Therefore, the design was not suitable for optical disks such as optical 
disks of the rewriteable type in which the content can be rewritten. This is because in case of 
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these optical disks, the content that recorded on the label must be also rewritten so as to 
correspond to rewriting of the recorded information. 

(0006) 

Further, Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent Application Number 9-282836 discloses 
and invention making it possible to rewrite a number of times the content of a label by using a 
liquid crystal/polymer composite film for an index label. Incidentally, because the liquid 
crystal/polymer film has a thick thickness, the thickness of the entire disk unit is increased 
excessively when a liquid crystal/polymer composite film is formed on the surface of the disk. 
Because this on the one hand causes problems during rotations of the optical disk, and problems 
occur on the other hand also during reading and writing of information with laser rays, it is 
difficult to achieve a practical design. 

(0007) 

The objective of this invention is to enable rewriting of specified visible information any 
number of times on the label surface of an optical disk. 

(0008) 

Another objective of this invention is to enable correct positioning of recording of visible, 
rewriteable information on the label surface of an optical disk. 

(0009) 

Yet another objective of this invention is to enable correct positioning without 
complicated operations for recording of rewriteable visible information on the label surface of an 
optical disk. 

(0010) 

Still another objective of this invention is to enable correct positioning without having to 
use a complicated construction for recording of rewriteable visible information on the label 
surface of an optical disk. 

(0011) 

Yet another objective of this invention is prevent damage to the device during recording 
of rewriteable visible operation on the label face of an optical disk. 

(0012) 
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(Means To Solve Problems) 

In accordance with the description of claim 1 of this invention, the optical disk of this 
invention is equipped with a mounting part, enabling to mount an optical disk so that it can be 
freely attached and removed; 

an alignment means, enabling alignment with a prescribed position by using a mark 
created on an optical disk, oriented in the direction of an optical disk mounted in the mounting 
part; 

a rotation driving part, rotating and driving an optical disk mounted in the mounting part; 

an optical pickup, irradiating with laser rays an optical disk supported so that it can move 
freely in the radial direction of an optical disk mounted in the mounting part; 

a recording part, generating heat to a first temperature inducing a first state in a thermally 
reversible recording medium oriented toward an optical disk mounted in the mounting part; 

an erasing part, generating heat to a second temperature inducing a second state in a 
thermally reversible recording medium oriented toward an optical disk mounted in the mounted 
part; 

a recording means, controlling the driving operation of the recording part so that 
specified items can be recorded on a thermally reversible recording medium within the surface of 
an optical disk aligned by an alignment means mounted in a mounting part; 

and an erasing means, controlling the driving operation of an erasing part so as to induce 
a second state of a thermally reversible recording medium within the surface of an optical disk 
mounted in a mounting part. 

(0013) 

Therefore, when a thermally reversible medium to which a label has been added is 
mounted in a disk mounting part, a first state is induced in a thermally reversible recording 
medium by heating it to a first temperature with a recording part while driving of the recording 
part is controlled by a recording means, and specified visible information is recorded on a label 
consisting of a thermally reversible recording medium. At this time, the orientation of the optical 
disk mounted in the mounting part is aligned with a prescribed direction by an alignment means 
by using a mark created on the optical disk. Because of that, visible information can be recorded 
in the correct position on a label consisting of thermally reversible recording medium. Also, 
when a second state is induced in the thermally reversible recording medium by heating it to a 
second temperature with an erasing part while the driving operation of the erasing part is 
controlled by an erasing means, visible information can be erased from a label consisting of a 
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thermally reversible medium. Moreover, these visible information recording and erasing 
operations can be run and repeated any number of times. 

(0014) 

In accordance with the description of claim 2 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in claim 1, an alignment means determines the position of an optical disk based on the 
detection result when a mark is detected, which was created on a rotating optical disk, rotated 
and driven by a rotation driving part. Detection of this mark is achieved by using an optical 
method or various other methods. 

(0015) 

Accordingly, when visible information is recorded on a label consisting of a thermally 
reversible recording medium, the orientation of an optical disk can be freely set by an alignment 
means to the correct position for recording of visible information. 

(0016) 

In accordance with the description of claim 3 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in claim 2, a position alignment means detects a mark formed by the end face shape of 
a thermally reversible recording medium deployed in an optical disk. 

(0017) 

Accordingly, the orientation of an optical disk can be set freely to a position suitable for 
recording of visible information by a position alignment means, without creating a separate mark 
on the optical disk. 

(0018) 

In accordance with the description of claim 4 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in claim 1, the position alignment means is a mark created in the mounting part, which 
is aligned with a mark created in an optical disk. 

(0019) 

Accordingly, when visible information is recorded on a label consisting of a thermally 
reversible recording medium, an optical disk can be aligned with the correct position for 
recording of visible information by aligning a mark on an optical disk with a position displaying 
mark on a mounting part. 

(0020) 
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In accordance with the description of claim 5 of this invention, the optical disk device 
described in claim 4 is equipped with a frictional rotation mechanism which can be rotated with 
the frictional force of a friction wheel that be freely rotated in the outer peripheral part of an 
optical disk. 

(0021) 

Therefore, when a friction wheel is rotated so that an optical disk is rotated, this makes it 
possible to create an easy aligning operation aligning a mark on an optical disk with a position 
displaying mark on a mounting part. 

(0022) 

In accordance with the description of claim 6 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in any of the claims 1 - 5, a mounting part is equipped with a fixing means which fixes 
a mounted optical disk. 

(0023) 

Therefore, when visible information is recorded on a label consisting of thermally 
reversible recording medium, there will be no eventual displacement of the optical disk because 
the optical disk is fixed by a fixing means. 

(0024) 

In accordance with the description of claim 7 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in any of the claims 1 ~ 6, a fixing means fixes and releases an optical disk, applying 
energizing and canceling energizing in the clamping direction of the optical disk with 2 arms 
clamping optical disk. Since in this case, the arms can also fix the optical disk by enabling 
energizing in the clamping direction of the optical disk, while the optical disk can be clamped, 
the arms can fix the optical disk by releasing energizing in the clamping direction of the optical 
disk. 

(0025) 

Therefore, an optical disk can be fixed by energizing or by canceling energizing of a pair 
of arms in the clamping direction of an optical disk. In the same manner, because a pair of arms 
energizes or releases energizing in the clamping direction of an optical disk, fixing of the optical 
disk can be canceled. 

(0026) 
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In accordance with the description of claim 8 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in any of the claims 6, the fixing means is a high-friction sheet that can be mounted on 
an optical disk. 

(0027) 

Accordingly, an optical disk can be fixed in a mounting part through friction between a 
high-friction sheet and an optical disk. Specifically, the friction between a high-friction sheet and 
an optical disk is thus determining from the viewpoint of the fixing of the optical disk in a 
mounting part. 

(0028) 

In accordance with the description of claim 9 of this invention, in the optical disk device 
described in any of the claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 8, the mounting part is equipped with a soft 
protective member arranged so as to cover the periphery of the optical disk. 

(0029) 

Therefore, during recording of visible information to or erasing it from a label consisting 
of a thermally reversible recording material deployed in an optical disk, the recording part and 
the erasing part are in contact with the protective member at the time when a recording part or an 
erasing part is removed from the end face of an optical disk. This makes it possible to prevent 
damage to the disk because the recording part and the erasing part are protected by a soft 
protective member. Accordingly, the degree of the softness of the protective member is thus 
determining from the viewpoint of the protection provided to the recording member and of the 
erasing member. 

(0030) 

In accordance with the optical disk of this invention described in claim 10 of this 
invention, the disk is equipped with a label consisting of a thermally reversible medium; 

and with a mark prepared to enable aligning in a prescribed direction when the disk is 
mounted in a mounting part deployed in an optical disk device. 

(0031) 

Accordingly, when the first state is created of a thermally reversible recording medium 
by heating it to the first temperature, specified visible information can be recorded on a label 
consisting of a thermally reversible recording material. In this case, when an optical disk is 
mounted in the mounting part of an optical disk device, the mark deployed on the optical disk 
serves for alignment in the orientation of the optical disk so that once the correct alignment has 
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been achieved with the orientation of the optical disk, visible information can be recorded in the 
correct position on a label consisting of a thermally reversible medium. Also, when the second 
state is created by heating a thermally reversible medium to the second temperature, visible 
information can be erased from a label consisting of a thermally reversible material. 
Furthermore, recording and erasing of this visible information can be repeated any number of 
times. 

(0032) 

In accordance with the invention described in claim 1 1, in the optical disk described in 
claim 10, a mark is recorded by printing it on one surface oriented in the upward direction when 
the disk is mounted in the mounting part. 

(0033) 

Accordingly, a mark can thus be easily created by printing. 

(0034) 

In accordance with the invention described in claim 12, in the optical disk described in 
claim 10, a mark is formed by the end face shape of a thermally reversible recording medium, 
deployed on one face oriented in the upward direction when a disk is mounted in a mounting 
part. 

(0035) 

Therefore, a mark can be formed by the end face shape of a thermally reversible 
recording medium, without creating a separate mark on the optical disk. 

(0036) 

In accordance with the invention described in claim 13, in the optical disk described in 
claim 10, a contrasting mark is formed in an optical information recording layer outside of the 
data area by the initializing treatment. 

(0037) 

Therefore, a mark can be created by contrasting so that it is formed in an optical 
information recording layer outside of the data area by the initializing treatment, without creating 
a separate mark on the optical disk. 

(0038) 
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(Embodiment Mode of the Invention) 

Embodiment 1 of the present invention will now be explained based on the reference 
provided in Figure 1 ~ Figure 5 and Figure 15. 

(0039) 

First, the optical disk 1 used in an optical disk device of an embodiment mode of this 
invention will be explained based on the reference in Figure 1 and Figure 15. Figure 1 shows a 
cross-sectional view of the optical disk, Figure 15 is a graph showing the characteristics of the 
heat reversible recording medium. 

A (label) optical disk 1 has on one surface a label 3 consisting of a reversible display 
recording layer 2, which serves as a heat reversible recording medium (see reference in Figure 2 
through Figure 4). While the material of the reversible display recording material 2 maintains its 
transparency or color tone at room temperature, a suitable material is a material that enables 
reversible changes of the material's transparency or tone with energy enabling printing. In this 
case, the energy that can be applied can be light, an electric field, a magnetic field and other 
examples can be named. An example of a material whose transparency or color tone can be 
changed by energy is for instance electrochromic material, photochromic material, bistable liquid 
crystal material, magnetic display recording material of the magnetic capsule type wherein a 
magnetic material is enclosed in microcapsules, etc. However, the use of heat energy is optimal 
because this energy is stable, and also from the viewpoint of the cost. 

(0040) 

While any type of a second concrete material of a heat reversible display material can be 
employed as long as changes of transparency or of the tone color are achieved by heat, it is 
desirable to use a material having at least 2 different color tone or transparency modes at room 
temperature when no energy is applied. It is possible to use for example a mixed polymer that 
has 2 or more compatible states of transparency, or a material whose opacity can be modified 
(Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent Application Number 61-258853, or a liquid crystal 
polymer material enabling phase changes can be employed (Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) 
Patent Application Number 62-66990, page 2, upper right column, line 3 ~ line 4, and page 4, 
upper left column, line 17), whose first color state is created at a specific temperature higher than 
room temperature, which after heating to a second specific temperature higher than the first 
specific temperature, followed by cooling, creates a second color state, and other examples can 
be named. 

(0041) 

Particularly desirable is a material wherein after heating to the first specific temperature, 
and after the material has been heated to a second specific temperature that is higher than a first 
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specific temperature, the material enables easy changes of its transparency or opacity mode, or 
its color tone mode, etc., while its temperature can be easily controlled. Among concrete 
examples of such materials containing dispersed low-molecular fatty acids or the like in vinyl 
chloride resins and similar resins having heat reversible characteristics, enabling to create a white 
opacity state at a second specific temperature (Unexamined (Kokai) Japanese Patent Application 
Number 55-154198) are materials using a specific resin with a fatty acid or the like creating an 
opaque state at a first at a first temperature, and creating a transparent state at a second specific 
temperature (Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent Application Number 3-169590), materials 
using leuco dyes and long-chained alkyl color developing agents which acquire black, red, blue 
or another coloring after heating to a second specific temperature, while this coloring dissipates 
at a first specific temperature (Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent Application Number 2- 
188293, and Japanese Unexamined (Kokai) Patent Application Number 2-188294). 

(0042) 

Materials using leuco dyes are particularly desirable among such materials thanks to their 
optimal contrast. In addition, even among materials of the type using a leuco dye, materials using 
long-chained alkyl developers are particularly suitable because the temperature inducing coloring 
and color dissipation can be easily controlled. Further, among materials having fatty acids or 
similar organic low molecular substances dispersed in a resin and acquiring a transparent state at 
a first specified temperature and an opaque state at a second specific temperature after heating, 
particularly desirable are materials that have good stability of changing physical properties, as 
well as good sensitivity and resistance characteristics. 

(0043) 

In this case, a so called TC film consisting of a heat reversible material was employed in 
an example of the reversible recording layer 2 in the mode in the present embodiment. As shown 
in Figure 15 indicating the characteristics of such a heat reversible film, because the transparency 
or color tone can be changed reversibly when heat is applied, a structure is created that maintains 
its transparency or color tone at room temperature, having at least 2 types of modes. 

(0044) 

To be more specific, in case of the reversible display recording layer 2 in the present 
embodiment mode, transparency was induced when heat was applied for transition from 
temperature T2 to temperature T3. After that, the transparent state was maintained also after the 
temperature returned to a lower temperature TO. In addition, a semi-transparent state was 
induced when heating was applied to create temperature above T4, which was always followed 
by a return to white opacity when the temperature dropped to TO. This phenomenon occurs when 
the resin base material adheres tightly and without gaps to particles of an organic low molecular 
substance dispersed in the base material of a resin whose structure contains the reversible display 
recording layer 2, so that during the state when there are no gaps inside the particles of an 
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organic, low molecular substance, the reversible display recording layer 2 appears transparent 
because incident light obtained from one side will pass through it without being dispersed. In 
contrast to that, when a polycrystalline structure is formed if fine crystals of the particles of an 
organic, low molecular substance are aggregated, because gaps are created on the interface 
between the crystals or on the interface between the particles and the base material of the resin, 
incident light received from one side will be diffracted/reflected between the gaps and the 
crystals on the interface between the crystals and the resin and then dispersed, the reversible 
display recording layer 2 will appear to have acquired white color. 

(Optical Disk Construction) 

Next, the sequentially laminated construction of the optical disk 1 shown in Figure 2 [sic] 
includes a first dielectric layer 5 on one surface of a disk-shaped substrate 4 having a guiding 
groove, not shown in the figure, an optical information recording layer 6, a second dielectric 
layer 7, a reflection and heat radiation layer 8, an intermediate layer 9, and a reversible display 
recording layer 2, in this order. The laminated construction is also provided with a hard coat 
layer 10 on the surface on the side opposite the substrate 4. 

(0045) 

The substrate 4 can be formed from glass, ceramic material, or a resin. Among these 
materials, resin is a desirable material from the viewpoint of its molding characteristics and the 
cost. Examples of such a resin include a polycarbonate resin, acrylic resin, epoxy resin, 
polystyrene resin, acrylonitrile styrene copolymer resin, polyethylene resin, polypropylene resin 
and other example can be named. However, polycarbonate resins or acrylic resins are optimal 
due to their molding characteristics, optical characteristics, and their cost. Further, while the disk 
shape was selected in the present embodiment mode for the shape of the substrate 4, the 
invention is not limited by this mode, since it is also possible to use a card shape or a sheet shape 
or the like. Most desirable is when on the substrate 4 is formed with a required guiding groove 
having a width in the range of 0.25 ~ 0.65 |im, while the approximate range of 0.30 ~ 0.55 is 
preferable. This guiding groove is used for tracking. 

(0046) 

The optical information recording layer 6 is formed with a thickness of about 15-35 nm. 
For the material of this optical information recording layer 6 can be used a phase changing type 
of recording material containing the four elements Ag, In, Sb, Te as the main component of 
material which has this desirable content. This is due to the ratio between the recording 
(crystallization) sensitivity and speed and erasing (non-crystalline state) sensitivity and speed 
when the optical information recording layer 6 uses such a material. Most desirable thickness of 
the optical information recording layer is, however, not limited only to the range of 15 ~ 35 nm, 
since approximately 10-100 nm, is also desirable, while about 15-50 nm is preferable. A 
value in the range of 15 - 35 nm is preferable taking into account initialization characteristics 
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such as jitter, overwrite characteristics, manufacturing efficiency, etc. If the optical information 
recording layer 6 is thinner than 10 nm, this will greatly reduce the light absorbing capability and 
the ultimate result would be that the optical information layer 6 would not be able to perform its 
function. 

(0047) 

For the material of the first dielectric layer 5 and the second dielectric layer 7 can be 
employed SiO, Si0 2 , ZnO, Sn0 2 , AI2O3, Ti0 2 , ln 2 0 3 , MgO, Zr0 2 or a similar metallic oxide, or 
Si3N 4 , AiN, TiN, BN, ZrN or a similar nitride, ZnS, In 2 S3, TaS 4 or a similar sulfide or the like. In 
addition, the film thickness of the first dielectric layer 5 should be in the range of 60 ~ 200 nm, 
while approximately 80 - 1 10 nm is preferable. Further, the thickness of the second dielectric 
layer 7 should be in the range of 15 - 45 nm, while about 20 ~ 40 nm is preferable. If the film 
thickness of the second dielectric layer 7 is thinner than 15 nm, the layer will not have sufficient 
heat resistance and heat protecting capability. This will also decrease its sensitivity. On the other 
hand, if the film thickness of the second dielectric layer 7 is thicker than 45 nm, the O/W 
characteristics will be poor. 

(0048) 

For the material of the reflection and heat radiation layer can be used Al, Au, Ag, Cu, Ta 
or a similar metal material, or a well known alloy of these metals can be employed in a reflection 
and heat radiation layer which can be formed with a film thickness in the range of 70 ~ 1 80 nm. 
Most desirable is when a trace amount of an additional element is also contained in such a metal, 
semiconductor, or alloy. For example, Ti or N can be also contained in an Al alloy. Examples of 
other such additional elements include Cr, Ti, Si, Cu, Ag, Pd, Ta, etc. 

(0049) 

The intermediate layer 9 is deployed as required. A desirable material for the main 
substance in its construction is resin. Specifically, an acrylic type or a similar type of monomer 
can be used as the main substance with an ultraviolet ray curable resin. This type of intermediate 
resin 9, which can be formed with the spin coating method or another coating method, has a 
protective function as it protects the optical information recording layer 6 and reflection and heat 
radiation layer 8, and it also has a function providing for close adhesion between the reversible 
display recording layer 2 and reflection and heat radiation layer 8. A desirable film thickness is 
about 0.5 ~ 20 [im. 

(0050) 

For the hard coat layer 10 formed on the surface of the substrate 4 on the opposite side 
can be generally used an ultraviolet ray curable resin formed by spin coating. A suitable 
thickness of this layer is 2 ~ 6 |im. If the layer is less than 2 |im thick, a suitable abrasive 
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resistance will not be obtained, if it is more than 6 [im thick, a large internal stress will be 
created, which will have a major influence on the mechanical characteristics of the disk. 

(Optical Disk Device) 

The following is an explanation of the optical disk device 1 1 . Figure 2 shows a top view 
of the moving mechanism of a mounting part (disk tray) of the optical disk device 11, Figure 3 is 
a top view diagram of the optical disk device 1 and the recording and erasing head used to 
explain the controlling operation oriented toward the optical disk 1, and Figure 4 is a model 
diagram of the recording and erasing head and of the label, which serves to explain the recording 
operation performed on the label 3 deployed on the optical disk 1. The optical disk device 1 1 in 
this embodiment is equipped with a disk tray 12 creating a mounting part enabling to mount the 
optical disk 1, rotated and driven by a disk motor, not shown in the figure, which drives the 
optical disk 1 mounted in this disk tray 12. This optical disk, mounted in the disk tray 12, is 
irradiated with laser light by an optical pickup 37, which will be described later, creating a 
construction performing recording of information and regeneration of information recorded on 
the optical disk 1. In order to record and regenerate information in this manner on the optical 
disk 1, optical pickup 37 is provided with an irradiation optical system providing irradiation with 
laser rays emitted from a laser diode so that spot irradiation is applied to the recording surface of 
the optical disk 1 through an objective lens with the laser rays of an irradiation optical system, 
and with a mounted guiding and returning optical system (neither shown in the figure), which 
guides and returns the reflection light of the optical disk 1 to each light receiving part so as to 
obtain a reference signal, tracking signal and focusing signal from the reflection light of the 
optical disk 1. Many optical parts can be used jointly by the irradiation optical system and 
returning optical system. 

(0051) 

The optical disk device 1 1 in the present embodiment mode is a device of the front- 
loading device type. Specifically, as shown in Figure 2, the optical disk 1, which is mounted in 
the disk tray 12, is deployed so that it can move freely between the optical disk mounting 
position 13 and the optical disk containing position 14. Its mechanism employs the disk tray 12, 
driven and rotated by a guide shaft 15, and a motor 16, deployed mutually parallel, supported by 
a helical gear 17. Specifically, the disk tray 12 is attached to the guide shaft 15 so that it is freely 
slidable and engaged by a shaft 17 of the helical gear. 

Accordingly, when the helical gear 17 is driven and rotated by the motor 16, the disk tray 
12 is moved in the axial direction of the helical gear shaft 17 and guide shaft 15 between the 
optical disk mounting position 13 and the optical disk containing position 14. When the disk tray 
12 is moved in this manner, if the disk tray 12 is in the optical disk mounting position 13, a first 
micro-switch 18 and a second micro-switch 19 will be switched ON. If the disk tray 12 is in the 
optical disk containing position 14, the second micro-switch 19 and a third micro-switch 20 will 
be switched ON. This makes it possible to identify and ascertain the position in which the disk 
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tray 12 is located by detecting the engagement status of the first ~ third micro-switches 18-20. 
(0052) 

Further, the optical disk device 1 of the present embodiment is also equipped with a 
recording and erasing head 21 used as a printing part and an erasing part. This recording and 
erasing head 21 consists of a thermal head deployed with a plurality of on-line heat generating 
elements, not shown in the figure, generating selectively thermal energy with two types of 
temperature, namely a first temperature and a second temperature, driven and controlled by a 
controller 22, to be described later. Specifically, the first temperature of the heat generating 
elements of the recording and erasing head 21 is a temperature created when the label 3, added to 
the optical disk 1, is heated above temperature T4. The second temperature of the heat generating 
elements is a temperature created when the label 3 is heated so that its temperature is between 
temperature T2 and temperature T3. In this case, the recording and erasing head 21 is mounted in 
a cartridge 24 attached in such a way so as to be freely slidable on a guide shaft 23, which is 
extended in a direction at right angle to the movement direction of the disk tray 12. The 
arrangement direction of the heat generating elements in the recording and erasing head 21, 
which is mounted in the carriage 24, is a direction at right angle to the radial direction of a disk 1 
mounted in the disk tray 12. 

This type of carriage 24 is driven by a winding mechanism using a pair of pulleys 25 
driven by a belt 26, wherein one of the pulleys 25 is driven by a motor, not shown in the figure, 
enabling driving with a winding belt mechanism with a sliding movement along the guide shaft 
23. In addition, because a fourth micro-switch 27 is used that is switched ON when the carriage 
24 is in the home position, the home position of the carriage 24 can thus be detected by this 
fourth micro-switch 27. Further, on the carriage 24 is mounted a reflective type of optical sensor 
28. When this optical sensor 28 receives irradiation light as the reflection light of an optical disk 
1 set in the disk tray 12, its output is used for identification as to whether a label 3 is or is not 
created on one side face of the optical disk 1. 

(0053) 

In this case, the disk tray 12 holding an optical disk 1 is equipped with a fixing means 29, 
which fixes the optical disk 1 on the disk tray 12. The construction of this fixing means 29 
comprises a pair of arms 3 1 clamping the optical disk 1 attached so that it can be freely rotated in 
disk tray 12 having at its center a supporting point (fulcrum) 30, and held in the compressed state 
with a coil spring 32 between one end of these arms 31, and a cam 33, clamped between the 
other end of the arms 3 1 . In other words, the arms 3 1 clamp an optical disk 1 that is rotated as it 
is energized by the coil spring 32. Arms 3 1 are also equipped with a pad deployed in the 
clamping position of the optical disk 1. In addition, when the cam 33 is rotated, the arms 31 are 
also rotated as a follower component, creating a construction wherein the clamping and fixing of 
the optical disk 1 can be released by these arms 31. 
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(0054) 



Further, the optical disk device 1 1 is provided with a built-in driver circuit 36, which is 
controlled and operated by a host computer. The construction of this driver circuit 36 includes a 
controller 22 connected by a bus to the host computer, including a bus connection to the optical 
pickup 37, recording and erasing head 21, various types of motor drivers 38, optical sensor 28 
and various types of sensor 29. In such a circuit construction, the controller 22 controls the 
timing of irradiation with laser light emitted from the laser diode in the equipment of the optical 
pickup 37, as well as the strength of the irradiation, etc. Control is also exercised as to whether 
each of the heat generating elements of the recording and erasing head 21 is present or absent, 
over the timing of heat generation, over the temperature generated by the heat, etc., to control the 
timing of the operating control signal for the pickup motor, the disk motor, and the motor 16 
with various motor drivers. Specifically, because these operations are conducted according to an 
operating program stored in the ROM of the host computer 35, respective calculations and 
processing operations are realized so that while an overall control is exercised over each part in a 
centralized form by the CPU, respective types of operating control signal are issued by controller 
22 so that the controller 22 controls each part based on these operating control signals. 

(0055) 

For example, when the host computer 35 outputs in a selective manner signal causing 
heat generation to the first temperature and signal causing heat generation to the second 
temperature in respective heat generating elements of the recording and erasing head 21, the t 
function of a recording means and an erasing means is thereby fulfilled. Therefore, the function 
of a printing means and of an erasing means is realized by the operating control exercised over 
the recording and erasing head by the CPU according to the operating program stored in the 
ROM built into the host computer 35. In this case, when the host computer 35 receives write 
information input from a keyboard, etc., not shown in the figure, write signal is output based on 
this input information. At this time, write information is already developed in a print buffer built 
into the host controller 35, so that the write signal can be output based on the write data 
developed in this print buffer. 

(0056) 

The host computer 35 also fulfills the function of an alignment means aligning a specified 
orientation of the optical disk 1 by the input to the controller 22 of the rotational driving signal of 
a disk motor, not shown in the figure, driving and operating the optical disk 1. Therefore, the 
host computer thereby realizes the function of a positional alignment means with the operating 
control exercised over the disk motor by the CPU according to operating programs stored in the 
ROM, built into the host computer 35. 

(0057) 
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The information recording and erasing operation relating to the label 3 of the optical disk 
1 will now be explained with the above construction. First, an optical disk 1 is set in the disk tray 
12 in the state when the disk tray 12 is located in the optical disk device mounting position 13. 
Because at this time, the cam 33 is located in a rotary position so as to enable extending of arms 
31, clamping of the optical disk 1 by the arms 31 is not performed. Therefore, the disk tray can 
be inserted during this status as is into the device driven by the motor 16. At this stage, the 
optical disk 1 is driven and rotated by the disk motor, which is a driving and rotating part, not 
shown in the figure. At the same time, an optical sensor 28, built into the carriage 24, scans the 
surface of the optical disk 1. Therefore, the end face of a label 3 deployed on the optical disk 1 
will be scanned by the optical scanner 28 (see Figure 3 for reference). Because of that, the 
operation of the disk motor is stopped and the optical disk 1 is positioned in this position. The 
stopping position of the optical disk 1 at this time is a position created at an orthogonal direction 
to the movement direction of the carriage 24 mounted in the recording and erasing head 21, and 
in a direct line including the end face 3a of the label 3 having the shape of a half donut (see 
Figure 4 for reference). In this case, the orientation of the optical disk 1 that is mounted in the 
disk tray 12 is aligned by using the end face 3a of the label 3 created on the optical disk 1 with 
the means realizing the aligning function. Accordingly, in the present embodiment, the end face 
of the label 3 fulfills the function of a mark created on the optical disk 1. 

(0058) 

Provided that in this case the speed with which the optical disk 1 is driven and rotated is 
slowed down to a sufficient extent, the end face 3a of the label 3 created on the optical disk 1 
will be detected by the optical sensor, and the optical disk 1 is stopped at the same time, 
positioning will be enabled for a suitable position. 

On the other hand, if the optical disk 1 is driven and rotated at a high speed, it is 
conceivable that when the end face 3a of the label 3 is detected by the optical sensor 28 and the 
optical disk 1 is stopped, there could be an eventual overrun of the optical disk 1. That is why an 
encoder, not shown in the figure, is added to the disk motor driving the optical disk 1 to enable 
easy positioning in the correct position of the optical disk 1 even if the optical disk 1 creates the 
overrun state with confirmation of the position of the optical disk 1. 

(0059) 

When the position of the optical disk 1 is aligned in this way, the cam 33 on the pair of 
the arms 31 is driven and rotated so that it is allowed to travel in the direction in the vicinity of 
both arms 31. Because of that, the optical disk 1 is positioned and fixed securely by the tray 12, 
which is clamped by the arms 3 1 . While the disk tray 12 is moved during this state in the 
direction of the optical disk containing position 14 and back and forth operations are conducted, 
the optical disk 1 is scanned by the recording and erasing head 21 (see Figure 4 for reference). 
This makes it possible to record visible information on the label 3 of the optical disk 1. 
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(0060) 



During the state when visible information is recorded on the label 3 of the optical disk 1, 
the recording and erasing head 21 is controlled and driven by the host computer 35 and the heat 
generating elements generate heat reaching the second temperature. When this happens, the 
temperature of the label 3 of the optical disk 1 will be raised to a temperature between T2 and T3 
and a transparent state of the label 3 will be created. At this time, all the heat generating elements 
of the recording and erasing head 21 are operated and because the recording and erasing head 21 
will be moved during this state in the radial direction of the optical disk 1 along with the 
movement of the optical pickup 37, a transparent state will be created on the entire surface of the 
label 3. After that, the transparent state of the label 3 will be maintained as is when the 
temperature returns to room temperature after this temperature increase. 

(0061) 

Next, when a specified visible information is recorded on the label 3, after processing of 
label 3 to create a transparent state has been realized, the recording and erasing head 21 is 
operated and controlled by the host computer 35 and its heat generating elements generate heat 
until the first temperature is reached. When this occurs, the temperature of the label 3 of the 
optical disk 1 will be raised above temperature T4 and the first state will be created with white 
opacity. Because at this time, the host computer outputs write signal while taking into 
consideration the arrangement in the direction orthogonal to the radial direction of the optical 
disk 1 of the heat generating elements on the recording and erasing head 21, and the movement 
of the recording and erasing head 21 in the radial direction of the optical disk 1, along with the 
movement of the optical pickup 37, a desired visible information can be input by the host 
computer 35 to the label 3. Recording and erasing of visible information on the label 3 can thus 
be realized repeatedly any number of times. 

(0062) 

Although an example was introduced in the present embodiment mode wherein the end 
face 3a of the label 3 created on the optical disk 1 fulfilled the function of a mark created on the 
optical disk 1, in reality, it is also possible to use printing deployed in the surface of the optical 
disk 1, or contrast, etc., formed in the optical information recording layer 6 outside of the data 
area during the processing when the optical disk is initialized. 

(0063) 

Embodiment 2 of the present invention will now be explained based on Figure 6 and 
Figure 7. Explanation of the part that is identical to Embodiment 1 will be omitted as the same 
codes are used. The present embodiment mode relates to a construction used to protect the 
recording and erasing head 21 during recording or erasing of visible information on the label 3 of 
an optical disk 1 set in the disk tray 12. Specifically, this embodiment mode does not use the 
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fixing mode 29 that was employed in Embodiment 1, while a doughnut-shaped protective 
member 41 is created on the disk tray 12. This protective member 41 is equipped with a center 
hole part of an optical disk mounting part 42 having a diameter roughly identical to the diameter 
of the optical disk 1, formed with a slightly thinner thickness than the thickness of the optical 
disk 1. In addition, a soft material is used for the protective member 41. 

(0064) 

During recording or erasing of visible information on a label 3 by using the recording and 
erasing head 21 in a similar construction, the recording and erasing head 21 is protected by the 
protective member 41. Specifically, if recording and erasing of visible information is performed 
across the entire face of the label 3 when the protective member 41 is not deployed, because the 
recording and erasing head 21 drops out from the optical disk 21 (see Figure 7 (a) for reference) 
due to the step difference in the optical disk 1, cracks can be created in the abrasion resistant 
layer of the recording and erasing head 21, and irregularities such as disconnection of the 
bonding connection line between the driver and the heater of the recording and erasing head 21 
can easily occur. When the protective member 41 is deployed to cope with this problem, the 
recording and erasing head will be protected by the protective member 41 when it is about to 
drop out due to a step difference in the optical disk 1 even if recording or erasing of information 
is performed across the entire face of the label 3, so that the recording and erasing head 21 will 
not be damaged. Because of that, the recording and erasing head 21 is protected, enabling to 
eliminate irregularities due to reflection when visible information is recorded on or erased from 
the entire face of the label 3 by the recording and erasing head 3. 

(0065) 

Embodiment 3 will now be explained based on Figure 8 through Figure 10. Explanation 
of the part that is identical to Embodiment 2 will be omitted as the same codes are used. In the 
present embodiment mode, an optical disk mounting and demounting part 51 is formed with a 
hollowed out shape in one part linked to the optical disk mounting part 42. In addition, a high- 
friction sheet 52 is deployed on the mounting face of the optical disk 1 in the disk tray 12. This 
high-friction sheet 52 is provided with a construction including a plurality of concave parts 53 
formed on the surface side contacting the optical disk 1. This type of a high-friction sheet 52 
functions as a fixing means fixing the position of the optical disk 1. 

(0066) 

In addition, instead of determining the position of the optical disk 1 automatically as was 
the case in Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, a position displaying mark 54 is deployed on the 
surface of the protective member 41 in the present embodiment mode. By aligning the end face 
3a on the label 3 of the optical disk 1 with the straight line connecting such position displaying 
marks 54, the optical pickup 1 [sic] can be positioned so as to enable an optimal alignment 
position. 
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(0067) 



With a similar construction, the position of the optical disk 1 in the disk tray 12 can be 
determined with precision by aligning the end face 3a of the label 3 of the optical disk 1 with the 
position displaying mark 54 when an optical disk 1 is set in the disk tray 12. This makes it 
possible to perform correctly recording of visible information on and erasing it from the label 3 
of the optical disk 1. In this case, the position of the optical disk 1 set in the display 12 is fixed 
by the effect of the friction created by the high-friction sheet 52. Also, when an optical disk 1 is 
put into or removed from the disk tray 12, the optical disk 1 can be easily inserted into or 
removed by inserting a finger into the optical part mounting and demounting part 51. 

(0068) 

Figure 1 1 and Figure 12 show a modified embodiment mode of this invention. The 
objection of the embodiment mode of Embodiment 3 is to simplify the operation used to set the 
optical disk 1 and remove it from the disk tray 12. While the optical disk mounting and 
demounting part 51 is created on the protective member 41, in order to achieve this objective, a 
notch is created in one part of the protective member 41 on the disk tray 12 and an optical disk 
mounting and demounting hole 55 can be also created in this notch part. The optical disk 
mounting and demounting hole 55 can be formed in a region containing one part of the outer 
periphery of an optical disk 1 set in the disk tray 12, for example as shown in Figure 1 1. To 
mount the optical disk 1 in or to remove it from the disk tray 12 in this case, a finger can be 
inserted into the optical disk mounting and demounting hole 55 from the back face side of the 
disk tray 12 when the disk tray 12 is in the state when it is positioned in the optical disk device 
mounting position 13 so as to apply pressure on the optical disk. This makes it possible to mount 
and demount the optical disk 1 easily. 

(0069) 

Embodiment 4 will now be explained based on Figure 13 and Figure 14. Explanation of 
the part that is identical to Embodiment 3 will be omitted as the same codes are used. In the 
present embodiment mode, a notch is created in one part of the protective member 41 shown in 
Figure 1 1 and Figure 12 in a modified mode of Embodiment 3. Further, a small hole 62, which 
will be further mentioned later, is formed for mounting of a friction wheel 61, positioned in the 
notch part in the disk tray 12. As shown in Figure 14, the friction wheel 61 is inserted into the 
small hole 62 on the periphery of the axle part 63 and a grasping part 65 is formed with a knurl 
shape with a friction body 64 having a drum shape, creating the shape of a reversed trapezoid. 
The friction body 64 is formed with an outline enabling to apply pressure in the outer peripheral 
part of the optical disk 1 during the state when the axle part 63 is inserted in the small hole 62. 

(0070) 
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When an optical disk 1 is set into the disk tray 12 with this construction, since the end 
face 3a of the label 3 on an the optical disk 1 is aligned with the position displaying mark 54, the 
position of the optical disk 1 in the disk tray 12 can be determined with precision. Therefore, in 
the present embodiment mode, the axial part 63 is inserted into the small hole 62 after the optical 
disk 1 has been set into the disk tray 12. Because of that, since the friction body 64 is in contact 
with the outer peripheral part of the optical disk 1, when the grasping part 65 is rotated in this 
state with the friction wheel 61, the optical disk 1 will be driven and rotated by the frictional 
force of the friction body 64. In other words, when the friction wheel 61 is inserted into the small 
hole 62, the construction of a friction rotating mechanism 66 is created in which the rotation of 
the optical disk 1 is enabled by the frictional force. Because in this case, the friction wheel 61 is 
rotated until the end face 3a of the label 3 of the optical disk 1 is aligned with the position 
displaying mark 54 formed in the protective member 41, the position of the optical disk in the 
disk tray 12 can be determined with precision. 

(0071) 

(Effect of the invention) 

The optical disk device of this invention described in claim 1 records prescribed optical 
information on a thermally reversible medium, wherein a label is added to an optical recording 
medium, when a thermally reversible recording medium, oriented toward an optical disk 
mounted in a mounting part, is controlled and operated with a recording means creating with a 
recording means a first state in the recording medium when heat is generated by the recording 
part at a first temperature. 

An erasing means of an erasing part is operated and controlled so that heat is generated 
by an erasing part at a second temperature, creating a second state in the heat reversible 
recording medium. This enables recording by overwriting specified visible information a number 
of times on the label of a disk. Moreover, since the device is integrated with a device enabling to 
perform recording or regeneration, etc., of visible information on the label of an optical disk, it is 
not necessary to use a separate device for recording/erasing of visible information on the label of 
an optical disk and the design can therefore be realized at a low cost. 

Also, because a positional alignment means is used to align the orientation of the optical 
disk mounted in the mounting part in a prescribed direction by using a mark created on the 
optical disk, the orientation can thus be aligned with this alignment means, enabling to record 
visible information on a label consisting of thermally reversible recording medium in this 
manner. 

(0072) 

In accordance with claim 2 of this invention, the optical disk described in claim 1 has a 
construction including an alignment means, making it possible to determine the position of an 
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optical disk based on the result of detection when a mark is detected which was created on an 
optical disk that is driven and rotated by a rotation driving part. Therefore, when visible 
information is recorded on a label consisting of thermally reversible recording medium, the 
orientation of the optical disk can be set by the positional alignment means to a suitable position 
automatically for recording of visible information. Moreover, this also enables correct 
positioning for complicated operations including overwriting of visible information on the label 
face of an optical disk. 

(0073) 

In accordance with claim 3 of this invention, the optical disk device described in claim 2 
has a construction enabling to detect with an alignment means a mark formed by the end face 
shape of a thermally reversible recording medium deployed in an optical disk. A suitable 
position can thus be set automatically by an alignment means with the orientation of the optical 
disk for recording of visible information, without having to create a separate mark on the optical 
disk 

(0074) 

In accordance with claim 4 of this invention, in the optical disk device described in claim 
1, a position displaying mark created on a mounting part is aligned with a mark created on an 
optical disk with an alignment means, aligning a mark on an optical disk with a position 
displaying mark on a mounting part when visible information is recorded on a label consisting of 
a thermally reversible medium deployed in an optical disk. This enables a suitable positional 
alignment of an optical disk for recording of visible information. Accordingly, recording with 
overwriting of visible information on the label face of an optical disk can be performed in the 
correct position and without a complicated construction. 

(0075) 

In accordance with claim 5 of the invention, the optical disk device described in claim 4 
is equipped with a friction rotation mechanism rotating a friction wheel by factional force 
enabling free rotations of the outer peripheral part of an optical disk, so that the optical disk can 
be rotated by rotating the friction wheel. Accordingly, the operation required for alignment of a 
mark on an optical disk with a position display mark on a mounting part can thus be performed 
in a simple manner. 

(0076) 

In accordance with claim 6 of this invention, because the optical disk device described in 
any of the claims 1 ~ 5 is equipped with a fixing means that fixes a mounted optical disk in a 
mounting part, this makes it possible to prevent displacement of the optical disk when visible 
information is recorded to a label consisting of a thermally reversible recording material 
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deployed on an optical disk. Accordingly, visible information can be recorded in the correct 
position. 

(0077) 

In accordance with claim 7 of this invention, because the optical disk device described in 
claim 6 has a construction enabling to fix an optical disk and release this fixing by applying 
energizing or canceling energizing in the clamping direction of an optical disk clamped with a 
pair of arms clamping the optical disk, the optical disk can be securely fixed and the fixing can 
be securely released. 

(0078) 

In accordance with claim 8 of this invention, because the optical disk device described in 
claim 6 is provided with a high-friction sheet mounted on an optical disk in a fixing means, the 
optical disk can be fixed on the mounting part with a simple construction. 

(0079) 

In accordance with claim 9 of this invention, because the optical disk device described in 
claim 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or 8 is provided with a soft protective member arranged so as to cover the 
periphery of an optical disk, the recording part and the erasing part can be protected during 
recording or erasing of visible information on a label consisting of a thermally reversible 
recording medium created on an optical disk, so that the recording and erasing part will be 
protected from falling out of the end face of the optical disk. This makes it possible to prevent 
disconnection of the bonding between the heater and the driver, which can result for instance in 
cracks in the abrasion resistant layer of the recording and erasing part. 

(0080) 

In accordance with the optical disk of this invention described in claim 10, since the disk 
is equipped with a mark which serves as a standard for alignment in a prescribed orientation 
when a label consisting of a thermally reversible recording material and an optical disk device 
are mounted on a mounting part, recording and overwriting of specified visible information can 
be performed any number of times on the label of an optical disk. In addition, because the 
orientation of an optical disk mounted on a mounting part can be aligned with the prescribed 
orientation by using a mark created on the optical disk, correct positioning can thus be achieved 
for recording of visible information on a label consisting of a thermally reversible recording 
material. 

(0081) 

In accordance with claim 1 1 of the optical disk of this invention, since the optical disk 
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described in claim 10 has a mark recorded on one surface oriented in the upward direction when 
the disk is mounted in the mounting part, the mark can be formed easily by printing. 

(0082) 

In accordance with claim 12 of the optical disk of this invention, since the optical disk 
described in claim 10 has a mark formed by the end face shape of a thermally reversible 
recording medium, deployed on one face oriented in the upward direction when a disk is 
mounted in a mounting part, a mark can be formed easily on a thermally reversible recording 
medium, without creating a separate mark on an optical disk. 

(0083) 

In accordance with claim 13 of the optical disk of this invention, since the optical disk 
described in claim 10 has a contrasting mark formed in an optical information recording layer 
outside of the data area by the initializing treatment, a contrasting mark is formed in an optical 
information recording layer outside of the data area by initializing treatment without creating a 
separate mark on the optical disk. 

(Brief Explanation of Figures) 

(Figure 1) 

A longitudinal side elevation view of an optical disk showing the mode of Embodiment 1 
of this invention. 

(Figure 2) 

A top view diagram showing the moving construction of a mounting part (disk tray) in an 
optical disk device. 

(Figure 3) 

A top view diagram of an optical disk and a recording head used to explain the operation 
controlling the orientation of an optical disk. 

(Figure 4) 

A model diagram of a label and a recording head used to explain the recording operation 
on a label deployed on an optical disk. 

(Figure 5) 
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A block diagram of the control system. 
(Figure 6) 

A top view of an optical disk and a protective member showing the mode of Embodiment 
2 of this invention. 

(Figure 7) 

A side elevation diagram used to explain the protective effect of a protective member on 
a recording and erasing head during recording and erasing operations on a label. 

(Figure 8) 

A top view diagram of an optical disk and a protective member showing the mode of 
Embodiment 3 of the present invention. 

(Figure 9) 

A side elevation view of the same embodiment. 
(Figure 10) 

A longitudinal side elevation view of a high-friction sheet and an optical disk showing 
the profile shape of a high-friction sheet. 

(Figure 11) 

A top view diagram showing an optical disk and a protective member indicating a 
modified example of the mode of Embodiment 3 of the present invention. 

(Figure 12) 

A side elevation view of the same embodiment. 
(Figure 13) 

A top view diagram of a mounting part (disk tray) and an optical disk indicating the mode 
of Embodiment 4 of the present invention. 

(Figure 14) 

A side elevation view showing a friction rotation mechanism. 
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(Figure 15) 

A graph showing the characteristics of a thermally reversible recording medium. 



(Explanation of Codes) 

1 optical disk 

2 thermally reversible recording medium 

3 label 

3 a mark (end face) 

6 optical information recording layer 
12 mounting part (disk tray) 

2 1 recording member, erasing part (recording and erasing head) 

29 fixing means 

31 arm 

37 optical pickup 

41 protective member 

52 high-friction sheet 

54 position displaying mark 

61 friction wheel 

66 friction rotation mechanism 

(Figure 1) 

2 thermally reversible recording medium 

9 intermediate layer 

8 reflection and heat radiation layer 

7 second dielectric layer 

6 optical information recording layer 

5 first dielectric layer 

5 substrate 

10 hard coat layer 

(Figure 2) 
(Figure 3) 
(Figure 4) 

I tray intermittent movement 
recording movement amount 
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(Figure 6) 
(Figure 7) 
(Figure 9) 
(Figure 10) 
(Figure 12) 
(Figure 5) 

35 host computer 
22 controller 

37 optical pickup 

2 1 printing and erasing head 

38 motor drivers for various types of motors 

39 sensor 

(Figure 8) 
(Figure 11) 
(Figure 13) 
(Figure 14) 
(Figure 15) 
[left axis] 

[upper item] (transparent) 
[medium item] extent of transparency 

lower item] (white opacity) 

[right axis] temperature 
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